
IOA NEWSLETTER 
Winter 2008-09 

 

From the President 
 
First of all, I want to wish all of our IOA members and their families a Blessed Christmas 

Holiday Season.  May you dedicate your time to relax and enjoy the Holiday Season with 

your family.   

Second, I would like to offer my congratulations to all those IOA officials who 

represented our great association in the different IHSAA Fall tournaments.  Without you, 

the IHSAA would not have the success in its tournament they presently enjoy.  Great job 

and continued success on climbing the tournament ladder.  A special congratulations too 

two of our members that were selected “Official of the Year” this fall, Dan Morgan in 

Volleyball and John Yantiss in Cross Country.   We, as an Association, have been very 

blessed to have a great number of excellent officials, but to maintain these successes; we 

must nurture our younger officials in what ever way possible. 

Third, it is my objective in the upcoming election to have our members vote for 

our elected officials on our website.  Terry Magnuson and Stu Casper (President-Elect) 

have been diligent to make this a reality.  I encourage anyone who would desires to make 

a positive contribution to our Association and has the experience and time to serve, 

please contact Stu Casper this month.  The positions open and contested will be for vice-

president and three Board positions. 

Fourth, always be professional in the sport(s) you are officiating.  Make sure you 

are early and never late, be prepared by contacting the school(s) you will be officiating 

that week, work out the details regarding transportation as weather will become more of a 

factor; interpret and enforce the IHSAA rules fairly and consistently; use proper IHSAA 

high school mechanics and wear the uniform prescribed by the IHSAA.  Please attend 

your monthly sports meetings.  Over the past several weeks in basketball, I have observed 

at a number of schools where not all officials are doing these things.  I have noted even 

one official not even wearing the IHSAA patch on his shirt.  Others were wearing the 

wide stripe basketball shirt, and officials did not have schools place the coaching box 

lines on the sideline in front of the bench.  Many of these situations seem to have come 

early in the season as some allowances were given to the schools.  The coaching box 

should not be one of them.  However; it is definitely better than last year.  If we are 

licensed by the IHSAA, we are expected and even mandated to follow the directives the 

governing body sets down until they are changed, whether we like it or not. 

Finally, remember that none of us are BIGGER than the sport(s) we are 

officiating.   We should be there for the student athlete and not our ego.  No contest 

should be too small for us to officiate.  If we are not in sports officiating for the kids on 

the floor, field, or mat, we need to rethink why we are in officiating.  Again, have a great 

Holiday Season and a prosperous new year. 

 

 



John Yantiss 

Past-President Succumbed: 

 

Robert “Bob” Brown, the 40
th

 IOA President (1979-80) succumbed on November 4, 

2008.  One of Bob’s proudest accomplishments was the Godfather concept whereby an 

experienced official was assigned a new younger official, guiding and teaching all 

aspects necessary to become a noteworthy official.  Of the many contributions to our 

association, he introduced the IOA Sportsmanship Award Program and initiated the fist 

all day football clinic which was used as a model for later IHSAA Clinics.  Bob was a 

true instructor, neutral observer and a great mentor.  Bob’s candor, football knowledge 

and dry sense of humor will be missed.  

    

UPCOMING DATES 

 

Rules Interpretation Meetings – Meeting will begin at 7:30 P.M. 

 

Baseball  Thursday      March  5  Lawrence Central 

Softball  Wednesday  March  11 Lawrence Central 

Track   Thursday      March  12 Warren Central 

 

 

CERTIFICATION CLINICS 

 

Track   Sunday   March 15 (2:00 P.M.) Warren Central 

Softball  Sunday   March 15 (1:00 P.M.) Lawrence Central 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to the following IOA member, selected by the IHSAA, to officiate the 

2008 Cross Country State Finals:    Dan Cummins 

 

Congratulations to the following IOA member, selected by the IHSAA, to officiate the 

2008 Soccer Boys State Finals:      Chris Clark 

 

Congratulations to the following IOA members, selected by the IHSAA, to officiate the 

2008 Football State Finals:  5A – Mike Wallpe, Brad Brooks, Brent Hesson, Jim 

Disney, and Doug Coddington 

 

A Special Congratulations to George “Bill” Wells (Retired Major General), as 

receiving the Sagamore of the Wabash Award.  This award is highest honor, which the 

Governor of Indiana bestows.  It is a personal tribute given to those who have rendered a 

distinguished service to the state or to the governor.  

 

 

 



 

From the SECRETARY 
 
I want to thank our IOA Executive Board, Sports Chairmen, Sports Consultants, 

Committee Members, Instructors, and members in the recruitment of new IOA members.   

The scheduled sports meetings especially in Football and Basketball have been excellent, 

BUT we need better attendance at these meetings especially from our veteran officials.  

Veterans’ it’s give back time and we expect you to assist the newer officials to grow, gain 

knowledgeable experience and move up the latter as you did.   

 

Reminder, if you are in the professional status you must attend 50% of the meetings or 

you will be deleted as professional status official in that sport. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

Baseball Monday, February 9     Orientation/Business Meeting@ Damon’s, 

East Side 

  Monday, February 23   Mechanics/Business Meeting@ Damon’s, 

East Side 

Monday, March 2         Veterans Receive Schedule/Business Meeting 

@ Damon’s, East Side 

 

Softball Monday, January 19        Field Mechanics/Arbiter Info. CYO Center 

  Monday, February  2      Mechanics – 2 person  CYO Center 

  Monday, February  9        Pitching/Batting/Strike Zone CYO Center 

 

Track & Field - Classes will begin on December 15, 2009.  Class location will be at 

Warren Central High School from 7-9pm.  Please contact Dan Cummins (861-4445 or 

496-1288) immediately for more information. 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DON’T FORGET TO MAIL YOUR SPORTSMANSHIP CARDS.    At this time I have 

not received very many sportsmanship cards.  It is important to our association we 

receive your schools’ sportsmanship votes.  The card is on the web-site, for your 

convenience, to print off and mail.  I must have all cards returned to me by MARCH 1, 

2009.  

 

Meeting dates and announcements for all sports are posted on our website and are in the 

2008-09 Roster & Schedule Handbook. 

 

Members seeking to obtain IHSAA Professional Status must complete an application and 

submit to your respective Sport Chairman or to the IOA Secretary for approval.  The 

application is on our IOA Website. 

 



If you have a death in the immediate family, please contact our President, Secretary or an 

IOA Board Member. 

IOA WEBSITE 
 

Concerning the IOA Roster and Schedule Handbook 
 

Please update your website personal information.         To update:   

Go into the IOA website at:  www.ioaofficials.com  

Then go to member services, then your account.  Make the proper changes into your 

profile and when you have completed those changes click on update.  Pay special 

attention to your email address, phone numbers and the sport(s) you officiate.  Click 

into the proper box those sports you officiate, the level, and the status you officiate in that 

sport.  If you are not a certified official, make sure you change the status information to 

registered.  Also, notify Don Nester at donioa@sbcglobal.net or 466-0092 on any email 

address, home address and phone number changes.  Please update your open/closed 

dates. 

Tournament Series Advancement 

 

If you advanced a level in the state tournament series (example: first sectional, from a 

sectional to your first regional, regional to your first semi-state) or officiated the state 

finals in your sport(s) please contact your sports consultant or Don Nester at:   

donioa@sbcglobal.net 

This will ensure that our records are accurate.  Congratulations to those who advanced or 

/and officiated the state finals. 
 

IOA Scholarship Program 

 

Applications are now available on our IOA Website to apply for the IOA Scholarship 

Program.  Completed applications are due to Lee Thompson or any Scholarship 

Committee Member by February 1, 2009.  To apply, log onto the IOA website 

www.ioaofficials.com; then click on The Association on the left hand side of the home 

page; then click on Scholarship Program under the heading The Association.  Follow the 

instructions to apply. 

 

Service Year Award 

 

If you believe you should be presented an award at our banquet for 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 

etc. years as an IOA member contact me at:  donioa@sbcglobal.net   I will check our 

records.  

 

 

Have a Great Holiday Season! 
 

See Attached:   

IOA BASEBALL CLASS 

SOFTBALL OFFICIALS CLASS  
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