
IOA NEWSLETTER 
Fall 2007 

 

From the President 
 

I would like to wish all our members and their families a belated Happy Thanksgiving and 

joyous Christmas season.  At this time of the year, we need to reflect on all those things we 

should be thankful for, our families, our health, our faith, and our love of officiating.  Best 

wishes from me to you during this time of the year. 

 

The winter sports are in full swing and all of us are very busy going to basketball games, 

gymnastic and swim meets, and wrestling matches.  Please take time to reflect on the enjoyment 

you receive by working with AD’s, coaches, and athletes at these competitions.  Sometimes we 

forget the love we have for officiating until an injury or health prevents us from doing so.  

Always enjoy the time you are with the athletes and coaches, because the time will come when 

you are unable to do so.   

 

As a final note, always be early to your contest, be professional, and give your best for these 

young athletes.  For the teams and their coaches, it is the best competition in Indiana on that 

given night.  May you have a blessed holiday season for you and your family. 

 

May God Bless, 

John Yantiss 

 

BASKETBALL ASSIGNOR 

 

The IOA Basketball Assignor is Bob Klein for the 2007-08 season.  The objectives of the 

assigning program are: 

1. To complement IOA efforts to recruit and train new officials 

2. To provide a service that is valued by association members and non-members 

3. To provide a needed service to Indiana schools 

Any IOA member in good standing and licensed in basketball may choose to participate in the 

Game Assigning Service by attending the organizational meeting and providing open and closed 

dates to the assignor.  It will be extremely important to keep open/closed dates up to date on the 

website.  THERE IS NOT A CHARGE TO A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE ASSIGNING SERVICE! 

 

ANNUAL BANQUET 

 

The IOA’s annual banquet will be held on Monday, March 17, 2008.  At the banquet the IOA 

membership will elect the following officers:  president elect, vice-president, secretary and two 

members to the Board of Directors.  If you are interested in serving as an officer contact our IOA 

president John Yantiss at jy3200@aol.com. 
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IOA Charity Golf Outing 

 

The 2008 IOA Charity Golf Outing will be held at Winding River Golf Course on Friday, July 

18, 2008.  Plan now to reserve your foursome for this event immediately.  Please check the IOA 

website the first of the year for additional information.  If you want to be involved with the 

Tournament, contact Earl Ridlen at 888-7300 (home) or 887-0737 (cell). 

 

IOA Track Officials Class  

 

Dan Cummins, IOA track & cross country sports consultant, invites any IOA member wanting to 

become a track starter to attend a five week class at Warren Central High School.  The program 

begins on December 12, at 7:00 pm at the Warren Central Field House.  Anyone interested in 

being licensed should contact Dan at 841-4445 (home) or 496-1288 (cell) ASAP.  

 

IOA STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP 

 

The IOA will be awarding two $1000 scholarships at the March 17
th

 banquet to children of IOA 

members.  The deadline for the IOA Student Scholarship must be postmarked by February 1, 

2008.  A current application may be found on the IOA website.  Applications are available by 

contacting scholarship chairman, Lee Thompson, at lee.thompson@ftcsc.k12.in.us.  Applications 

are also available on the IOA website.  If you have any questions, contact Lee at 803-5400.  

Other scholarship committee members are: 

Dave Bolsega     Jim Fish     Ed Roush     Steve Taylor 

 

Qualifications: 

    1. Applicants must be a senior in high school who ranks in the upper 25% of 

       his/her class or a college undergraduate who has a B (3.0) average or higher 

       An official transcript of grades must be included with the application, which  

       includes the first seven semesters of high school and class rank or the most 

 recent fall semester of college.  Applicants must be making definite plans to further 

 their education in their chosen field.   

2. Applicants must meet necessary entrance requirements in the institution of their             

choice (proper credits, etc.) 

3. An applicant can win the scholarship only once. 

4. The parent/guardian of the applicant must have been a member in good standing of 

the IOA for three consecutive years prior to the application date.  Under an 

extenuating circumstance the committee may waive this requirement. 

5. The winning recipients or a family member are required to volunteer at the Annual 

IOA Summer Charity Golf Outing to fulfill their requirement of winning the 

scholarship.  The $1000 check will be written on this day to the college or vocational 

program of the recipient’s choice. 
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From the SECRETARY 
 

The IOA Executive Board would like to congratulate the following officials for receiving the 

Official of the Year Award selected by the IHSAA Executive Board: 

 

Cross Country Jeff Mohler   Softball Dave Bogard 

 

 

The IOA Executive Board would like to congratulate the following officials for working the 

IHSAA State Finals in 2007-08: 

 

Girls Track  John Yantiss 

Baseball  Marty Miggenburg 

Cross Country Dan Cummins 

Volleyball  Dan Morgan 

Soccer   Chris Clark, John Bowen, Bob Whikehart 

Football  Gary Slunaker, Mark Cruse, Steve McGlothlin, Mike Perry, Jeff Slunaker 

 

TOURNAMENT ADVANCEMENT 

 

If you advanced a level in the state tournament series (example: first sectional, from a sectional 

to your first regional, regional to your first semi-state) or officiated the state finals in your sport 

(s) please contact your sports consultant or Don Nester at donioa@sbcglobal.net.  This will 

ensure that our records are accurate.  Congratulations to anyone who advanced or worked the 

state finals. 

 

VERY IMPORTANT      VERY CRITICIAL  MUST DO!   

  

Concerning the IOA Roster and Schedule Handbook 

 

Please update your website personal information.         To update:   

Go into the IOA website at:  www.ioaofficials.com  

Then go to member services, then your account.  Make the proper changes into your profile and 

when you have completed those changes click on update.  Pay special attention to your email 

address, phone numbers and the sport(s) you officiate.  Click into the proper box those sports 

you officiate, the level, and the status you officiate in that sport.  If you are not a certified 

official, make sure you change the status information to registered.  Also, notify Don Nester at 

donioa@sbcglobal.net or 466-0092 on any email address, home address and phone number 

changes. 

 

Please update your open/closed dates.  Many athletic directors and coaches are calling officials 

only to find out the official is closed. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

All meeting dates and announcements for all sports are posted on our website.  

 

The attendance of meetings is low.  Meetings are to benefit you in gaining more knowledge of 

the rules, play situations, mechanics, and many other common officiating experiences.  Also, 

meetings are beneficial for you to obtain and retain your professional status. 

 

Members seeking to obtain IHSAA Professional Status must complete an application and submit 

it to the IOA Secretary or respective Sport Chairperson.  The application is on our IOA Website. 

 

Finally, I have not received very many sportsmanship award cards from officials.  This is a 

voting process by the officials on the schools you officiated during the season.  

 

Don Nester     

 

 

 

See Attached: 

IOA BASEBALL CLASS 

SOFTBALL OFFICIALS CLASS 




